
 
I Have Not Forsaken the Word of God: 

Jacques d’Auchy’s Confessional Struggle 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 
A reader’s theatre presentation based on the accounts of Jacques d’Auchy’s witness as found in 
the Martyrs Mirror and scripted by Carrie and Gerald Mast. 
 
The Martyrs Mirror tells the stories of Jacques Dosie (498-500) and of Jacques d’Auchy (591-
611).  Historians believe that the subject of these two narratives is the same individual, although 
the first account perhaps exaggerates his youth and focuses on his discussion with a noble 
woman, while the second account emphasizes his wisdom in responding to his inquisitors, 
along with a moving description of his wife visiting Jacques in prison.  The script integrates the 
two stories in a way that reflects the statement made in the first story that Jacques was “young 
in years, but old in the knowledge of Jesus Christ” (499). 
 
In the 1685 Dutch Martyrs Mirror, the Jan Luyken engraving associated with the second story 
pictures his wife visiting Jacques in prison. 
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ROLES  
The script was written so four people can cover all of the voices with minor movements from 
one stool to another in between scenes, but there are a total of 10 voices so the number of 
people performing can vary between 4-10.  Only four people are included in any individual 
scene. 
 
Mr. de Wael / Inquisitor / Voice 3 
Jacques / Voice 4 
Voice 1 / Commissary 
Voice 2 / Lady of Friesland/Wife 
 
PROPS 
• 4 stools 
• Small desk or table 
• Bible 
• Ink stand 
• Chains 
• Colorful scarf 
• Neutral-colored scarf 
 

SCENE 1 
 
(Mr. de Wael and Jacques are seated on stools in the center a step above the other two 
performers sitting on either side.) 
 
Voice 1: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
How Jacques d’Auchy was Betrayed, Apprehended,  
and Fell into the Hands of the Tyrants. 

 
Voice 2: There was a councilor at Harlingen, 
 
Mr. de Wael:  by the name of Mr. de Wael, 

 
Jacques:  who very diligently sought Jacques,  

 a peddler, and old friend, 
 

Voice 1: addressed him in a friendly manner,  
 

Voice 2: and invited him to his house, 
 

Voice 1: saying that he had a letter for him. 
 

Mr. de Wael: (Warmly.) 
"Jacques!  Jacques!  Welcome, old friend! 
Sit!  Sit!  My home is your home!" 
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Jacques:   "Thank you, dear friend!  Thank you! 
Your hospitality warms my heart. 
However, I really cannot stay." 

 
Voice 1:   Mr. de Wael in name, 
 
Voice 2: but Judas in heart, said,  

 
Mr. de Wael: "Why, Jacques, can you not stay longer? 

I wish to buy of your wares. 
But please, you must come again, 
That I can fairly bargain with you." 

 
Voice 1: In the meantime, 

 
Mr. de Wael: he secretly sent a messenger 

 
Voice 2: to Leeuwarden, to the council, 
 
Jacques:   for a commissary and a bailiff. 
 
Voice 1: And the next time Jacques came to him, 
 
Mr. de Wael: (Warmly.) 

"Jacques!  Jacques!  Welcome, old friend! 
Sit!  Sit!  My home is your home!" 

 
Voice 2: even as he sent for the bailiff. 
 
Voice 1:  When the latter arrived, 

 
Jacques: the traitor perniciously said, 
 
Mr. de Wael: "Apprehend him, behold, this is the man." 
 
Jacques: "Oh my lord, what have you done, that you have betrayed me. 

Me, who trusted you with my life? 
Why do you seek my life, and thirst for my blood?" 

 
Voice 1: The bailiff demanded to know about four other friends, 
 
Jacques: but Jacques replied that he would not betray or deceive anyone. 

 
Voice 2: And to Mr. de Wael, 

 
Jacques: "Sir, what complaint do you have against me?" 
 
Mr. de Wael: "You have not been apprehended on account of any crime, 

except that you have adhered to heresy. 
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Are you not an Anabaptist?" 
 
Voice 1: Jacques denied the charge of heresy, saying, 
 
Jacques: "I have received but one baptism, according to the Word of the Lord." 

 
Mr. de Wael: "What do you say about the Roman church?" 

 
Jacques: "It is not of God." 
 
Mr. de Wael: (sighing) 

"Oh Jacques!  Must you fall into my hands like this?" 
 
Jacques: "My lord, I placed my confidence in you because we were old friends.   

I will forgive you from my heart." 
 

Mr. de Wael: "Thank you, Jacques, but I do not sin; I am only fulfilling my oath." 
 

Jacques: "Do you find this transaction right before God and humans? 
The time will come when you will find that it is not." 

 
(End of scene) 

 
SCENE 2 

 
(The Commissary is standing, and Jacques is seated to the right on a short stool or bench with 
chains around his ankle.  Two stools with the other 2 performers are on either side on a lower 
step.) 
 
Voice 2: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
The Confession of Jacques d’Auchy Made Before the Commissary.  

 
Voice 3: When Jacques had been in prison 10 weeks, 
 
Jacques: my first examination took place, 
 
Voice 2: on January 3, 1558. 
 
Voice 3: The jailer came to Jacques in the afternoon, 
 
Commissary: (puffing out chest) 

telling him he had to appear before the Commissary, 
 

Voice 2: one commissioned by the king, 
 
Voice 3: and the procurator general, 
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Voice 2: to be examined concerning his faith. 
 
Jacques: I was ready with a glad heart, 

And I went with the jailer. 
 
Commissary: "I am here, Jacques,  

to examine you regarding your faith." 
 

Jacques: "Be it done then in the name of The Lord." 
 
Voice 3: And Jacques' confession ensued, 
 
Jacques: including details of my growing up years, 
 
Voice 2: and his home. 
 
Voice 3: The next afternoon, 
 
Voice 2: on January 4, 1558, 
 
Commissary: Jacques came before me again. 

 
Voice 3: The Commissary began to revile, vituperate,  
 
Commissary: that is, criticize, 
 
Voice 2: and blaspheme, 
 
Voice 3: the pastors and the flock of Christ. 
 
Commissary: "Is it not a pity we are so deceived?" 
 
Jacques: "Yes, my lord." 
 
Commissary:  “I speak of you and others who have left our mother the holy church!  

You are the ones who have been deceived by troublemakers and vagabonds.” 
 
Jacques:  “I have not been deceived by such people.” 
 
Commissary:  “Yes, you have! You believe villains and rascals like Menno and Leenaert  
 and forsake the holy church and the true Word of God." 
 
Jacques: “I have not forsaken the Word of God:  

my faith is founded  
on the Word of God  
and not on human doctrines." 

 
Commissary: “Menno and Leenaert are deceivers who lead so many people like you  
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to the devil and to perdition!" 
 
Jacques: “Please be careful with your words.  

For you cannot prove that Menno and Leenaert are deceivers.  
Indeed, I have known them to teach the Word of God,  
which we know will not lead people to perdition." 

 
Commissary: “I’m not going to argue with you.  

I know what’s right since I’ve received my education  
from the scholars and teachers of the church.   
And I know about your people and your doctrines;  
you would be glad to cut our throats,  
just like your people did at Münster and Amsterdam." 

 
Jacques: “Please be careful with your accusations.   

Surely you know from your twenty years on the council  
that we are not responsible for what happened  
at Münster and at Amsterdam.  
It’s not fair to judge our beliefs  
according to the false beliefs of those at Münster.  
Furthermore, if we wanted to kill you we would have resisted arrest  
and we would not be honest with you about our beliefs.” 

 
Commissary: “All sects and heresies bring disorder and violence, including your people.   

That is why you should let yourself be taught by the holy church’s teachers  
and by the Word of God,  
rather than by ignorant and cursed scoundrels like Menno.” 

 
Jacques: “But I am taught by the Word of God!  That is why I’m imprisoned here.” 
 
Commissary: “You are not here because of the Word of God but because of your evil deeds.” 
 
Jacques: “My lord, have you heard anyone complain that I have wronged or injured them?" 
 
Commissary: “No, but you have committed crimes against our king.” 
 
Jacques: “If I have transgressed the king’s command, it is a small matter,  

since I have fulfilled the command of that King  
who is the true God and eternal King.” 

 
Commissary: “But you have also disobeyed the command of God  

and the teaching position of our mother the holy church.” 
 
Jacques: “You cannot prove to me by the holy scriptures, nor can anyone else,  

that I have disobeyed God’s command.” 
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Commissary:  “It shall be proved to you.  
Now let’s begin examining the articles of faith that you have disputed.  
Were you present for a recent household meeting  
here in Emden where Leenaert was preaching?” 

 
Jacques: “Yes I was.” 
 
Commissary: “What did he preach about?” 
 
Jacques: “He preached the pure Word of God.” 
 
Commissary: “Which articles of faith did he preach about?” 
 
Jacques: “He taught that we must amend our lives,  

that we must take off the old self and put on the new.” 
 
Commissary: “Did he talk about anything else?” 
 
Jacques: “Of course, but it would be difficult to recall everything he said.  

Surely, you would not be able to remember  
every detail of a sermon you preached eighteen months ago.” 

 
Commissary:  “Did you receive your second baptism during this meeting?” 
 
Jacques: “I have only received one baptism,  

the one I received according to the teaching of Christ.” 
 
Commissary: “Weren’t you also baptized as a child?” 
 
Jacques: “I have no memory of being an infant, so I don’t know.” 
 
Commissary: “But surely your parents told you about your baptism  

and of course, you would have had sponsors also.” 
 
Jacques: “Yes, I think they may have told me about it,  

and yes, there were people I called godparents,  
but the scriptures do not teach anything about godparents.” 

 
Commissary: “Isn’t the word of your parents enough?  

Tell me, did you receive something more from Leenaert?  
Did you receive water, or baptism, as you call it?” 

 
Jacques: “I received from him baptism according to the Word of God.” 
 
Commissary: “And was your wife also rebaptized?  Does she share your views?" 
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Jacques: “I have enough to do to answer for myself without answering for my wife;  

and if she were here she could answer for herself;  
nevertheless, I regard her as a woman who is obedient to God.” 

 
Commissary: “Weren’t you afraid of violating the decree of the Emperor against rebaptism?" 
 
Jacques: “No, and neither am I now afraid of the Emperor’s decree.” 
 
Commissary: “Jacques, it will go hard for you unless you repent and beg for mercy.” 
 
Jacques: “I expect mercy from God,  

but I do not believe I need to apologize to the Emperor.   
How can it offend him if I have in fact, obeyed God’s command?" 

 
Commissary: “But think about what the decree says!  

It mandates the death penalty for rebaptism.” 
 
Jacques: “I have no doubt that you can put me to death if that is what you want.  

But you will not touch my soul, which serves only God.” 
 
Commissary: “Jacques, Jacques, I do not want you to die.  

God knows I would be sorry for you to suffer at all.” 
 
Jacques: “Then why do you threaten the lives of those  

who do not share your understanding of the faith?  
Why do you judge the Word of God?” 

 
Commissary: “If only you would accept the teaching positions of the church,  

your life could be spared.  
If only you would be taught by the Word of God.” 

 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 
 

(End of scene) 
 

SCENE 3 
 
(The Lady of Friesland is seated on a high stool with a colorful scarf wrapped around her neck 
and shoulders, and Jacques is seated to the right on a short stool or bench with chains around 
his ankle.  Two stools with the other 2 performers are on either side on a lower step.) 
 
Voice 3: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   
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The Summoning of Jacques d’Auchy Before The Lord and Lady of 
Friesland with Many Nobles and Ladies. 

 
Voice 1: The Lord  
 
Lady of  
Friesland: and the Lady 
 
Voice 1: of Friesland 
 
Voice 3: summoned and examined Jacques, 
 
Jacques: but they discovered God had given me a mouth 

 
Voice 1: and wisdom, 
 
Voice 3: and the Lord of Friesland took leave  
  to go to the people who were waiting for him, 

 
Lady of  
Friesland: but I was moved to compassion  
 
Voice 1: and she remained to talk with him, asking, 
 
Lady of  
Friesland: "Why are you who are so young bound and imprisoned like this?" 

 
Jacques: "This was done because I believe in Christ, 
  adhere to him alone, and will not forsake him." 
 
Lady of 
Friesland: “Do you not belong to the people who rebaptize themselves,  

rebel against the Emperor, and claim to be the church of God,  
even though they are wicked and cause great commotion?” 

 
Jacques: “I am not acquainted with any such rebellious people.   

My friends would rather follow the teachings of the gospel  
and assist our enemies when they are in need  
rather than fight them with the sword.   
You can be sure that if we believed in resisting evil with the sword,  
there is no way that I would be here today." 

 
Lady of  
Friesland: “But haven’t your people abandoned private property  

and forsaken marriage between one man and one woman?  
Don’t your people hold your property and your wives in common?" 

 
Jacques: “We are unjustly charged with these practices  
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to provide an excuse for persecuting us.” 
 
Lady of 
Friesland: “Was it not your people who took up arms  

against the government at Amsterdam and Münster?” 
 
Jacques: “Oh no, my lady. Those people erred greatly, 

but we regard it as a doctrine of the devil to resist the authorities with violence.   
We would much rather suffer persecution and death than to take up the sword.” 

 
Lady of  
Friesland: “So, what are the beliefs for which you have been arrested?  

How do you differ from the church’s teaching position?” 
 
Jacques: “Our beliefs are founded on the Word of God and not on human doctrine.   

That is why we oppose the baptism of infants,  
since it is an invention of human beings.  
Infants cannot choose to be baptized,  
nor can they understand what is happening in baptism.   
Christ teaches us that innocent children belong to the kingdom of heaven  
without any need for baptism.  
We also believe that Christ ascended to heaven and sits at the right hand of God.  
That is why we do not believe that he comes into the communion bread 
or that this bread is changed into his flesh." 

 
Lady of 
Friesland: “So you do not believe in the sacrament that Christ instituted?” 
 
Jacques: “Paul says that the bread is broken in remembrance of Him,  

not that the bread turns into Christ.” 
 
Lady of 
Friesland: “I pray that you will repent and come over to our side to get out of this trouble.  

If you repent, I promise I will find a way to get you released.” 
 
Jacques: “My lady, I thank you for your concern and affection;  

but I will not change my faith to please human beings,  
unless it can be proved by the holy scriptures that I am in error.   
I have given myself entirely to the love and friendship of God.” 

 
Lady of 
Friesland: “Do you honestly believe that all of the scholars and teachers of the church  

are wrong about infant baptism?  How can you be so presumptuous?” 
 
Jacques: “My lady, in Israel four hundred prophets were against the single Micaiah,  

who alone spoke the truth, and was kept imprisoned on bread and water.  
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He proved to be right when King Ahab was killed in battle.” 
 
Lady of  
Friesland: “I find many good things in you; but I do not believe that your baptism is of God.  

This I consider to be your greatest error." 
 
Jacques: “I cannot see that there is any crime in my baptism,  

since I am only following the way of Jesus Christ instead of human doctrine.” 
 
Voice 3: In this manner, the Lady of Friesland had Jacques brought before her  
  many times. 

 
Voice 1: And still Jacques said, 

 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 

 
(End of scene) 

 
SCENE 4 

 
(The Inquisitor is seated on a stool by a desk with an ink well, and Jacques is seated to the right 
on a short stool or bench with chains around his ankle.  Two stools with the other 2 performers 
are on either side on a lower step.) 
 
Voice 1: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
The Confession of Jacques d’Auchy Made Before the Inquisitor. 

 
Voice 2: On Saturday morning, 
 
Voice 1:  January 8, 1558, 
 
Jacques: I was brought to the same room where I met with the Commissary, 
 
Inquisitor: (puffing out chest slightly and with a reserved sense of importance) 

but this time to meet with the Inquisitor, 
 
Voice 2: who had lately been appointed here by the King of Spain, 

with full power from him to bind or loose, 
 
Voice 1: to release or to put to death. 

 
Voice 2: And the interrogation commenced. 
 
Inquisitor: "Jacques, I am very glad to hear that you are ready to confess your guilt, 
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if it can be proved to you by the scriptures that you have sinned and are in error. 
Is this still your intention, and will you accept the scriptures?" 

 
Jacques: “I do accept the scriptures and I am ready to listen to all good instruction  

according to the Word of God.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Will you still confess that you received baptism from Leenaert?” 
 
Jacques: “Indeed, I do confess my baptism, now as before.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Was not the baptism of your childhood enough for you,  

without receiving another? 
 
Jacques: “I do not regard the baptism during my infancy  
 as baptism according to the Word of God.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Do you not believe that children are born with original sin?” 
 
Jacques: “Indeed, children are born in sin;  

however, Christ is the Lamb who takes away the sin of the world,  
and he does this while we are still his enemies.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Indeed, but this purification happens through the water of baptism.   

So children born in sin remain impure until they receive baptism.” 
 
Jacques: “Yet Ezekiel says that the son shall not bear the iniquity of the Father;  

but the soul that sins will die.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Yes, but Jesus told Nicodemus that unless we are born of water and the Spirit,  

we cannot enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 
Jacques: “Christ was not speaking to children here, but to a doctor of the law.  

Infants cannot put off the old self and be born to newness of life.” 
 
Inquisitor: “That is why infants must be baptized,  

to cleanse them from impurity and give them salvation.” 
 
Jacques: “So what do you believe happens to children who are not baptized?” 
 
Inquisitor: “They all go to the devils and are damned because they do not believe.” 
 
Jacques: “O my lord, please take care not to judge as evil  

what Christ has proclaimed to be good.   
You condemn innocent children,  
who Christ has said are of the kingdom of heaven.” 
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Inquisitor: “The children to which Christ referred were either baptized or circumcised.” 
 
Jacques: “The Bible does not say that these were all Jewish children.  

Indeed, Luke says that in Jerusalem  
every kind of tongue under heaven was represented.” 

 
Inquisitor: “But Paul writes that Christ cleanses the church with the washing of water.” 
 
Jacques: “Paul says, 'With the washing of water by the Word.' 

To be washed by the Word, you must believe the Word  
and infants cannot believe.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Then infants are damned because they do not believe.” 
 
Jacques: “Please be careful about who you judge.  Children are innocent and poor in spirit.   

The kingdom of heaven belongs to them.” 
 
Inquisitor: “If you will not believe what St. Ambrose and St. Augustine  

and all of the holy teachers of the church have taught,  
and if you will not accept the church’s ordnances, what will you believe?” 

 
Jacques: “I believe only in the teachings and ordnances of Jesus Christ.  

Or prove to me that the apostles baptized little infants and I shall believe it.” 
 
Inquisitor: “In the book of Acts, we read that entire households were baptized,  

such as those of Cornelius the centurion and the jailer of Paul and Silas.” 
 
Jacques: “Nowhere does it say that these households included infants.” 
 
Inquisitor: “I will not insist that there were infants in those households  
 or that there were none there, since we don’t know for sure;  

however, that is why we must trust the fathers and teachers of the church,  
who ordained the practice of baptizing infants.  
Why do you not trust the teachings and ordnances of the church?” 

 
Jacques: “I trust the Word of God before human opinion.   

All teachings and ordnances that are founded on human opinion  
rather than the Word of God will be rooted out by God.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Jacques, you must be careful lest in rejecting the teachings of the holy fathers,  

you forsake the Word of God.” 
 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 
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(End of scene) 

 
SCENE 5 

  
(The Inquisitor is seated on a stool by a desk with an ink well, and Jacques is seated to the right 
on a short stool or bench with chains around his ankle.  He has a Bible beside him.  Two stools 
with the other 2 performers are on either side on a lower step.) 
 
Voice 1: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
The Continued Confession of Jacques d’Auchy Made Before the Inquisitor. 

 
Voice 2: On Monday, 
 
Voice 1:  January 10, 1558, 
 
Jacques: I was brought before the same Inquisitor. 
 
Inquisitor: “Have you made up your mind about baptism?” 
 
Jacques: “I have nothing else to say than what I have told you already.  

Since you cannot prove to me with the scriptures  
that the baptizing of little infants is an ordnance of Christ,  
I do not believe in it,  
but hold to the baptism which Jesus Christ ordained  
and which he commanded of his apostles.” 

 
Inquisitor: “You have been taught by false prophets,  

just as the Scriptures tell us will happen. 
 
Jacques: “You are the one who has been taught by false prophets. 
  Your baptism of infants puts the cart before the horse; 
  It makes water more important than conversion. 
  This is perverse! 
 
Inquisitor: “Our baptism of children only appears perverse 
  because you are in heresy. 
  Tell me, what do you believe about the Eucharist? 
 
Jacques: I can tell you what I believe about the Lord’s Supper. 
 
Inquisitor: “Lord’s Supper, Eucharist, these are the same.  

Do you believe the words of Jesus Christ as recorded in the Bible: 
‘Take, eat; this is my body, which is given for you?' 
Do you accept these words to be true?” 

 



15 

Jacques: “Which do you believe to be his body:  
the body which died and suffered for us and sat at the table and spoke  
or that which he held in his hand̶the bread?  
Did the bread die on the cross for our sins or did the bread represent his body?” 

 
Inquisitor: “Both.” 
 
Jacques: “I have never read that there are two Christs.   
 I believe there is only one Son of God.” 
 
Inquisitor: “These two are but one, and the wine too, after the priest pronounces the words.” 
 
Jacques: “If the wine actually becomes Christ’s blood,  

why during his last supper does he call the wine in his own cup  
the fruit of the vine after he blesses it?   
Since he both calls it his blood and also the fruit of the vine,  
this suggests that he was speaking figuratively rather than literally.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Where do we find this written?” 
 
Jacques: “In the 26th chapter of Matthew. (opens testament and reads)  

“I tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine  
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

 
Inquisitor: “You must not interpret this according to your own understanding,  

but as the teachers of the church,  
such as St. Augustine and Ambrose, have established. 
 

Jacques: (paging through Testament to I Corinthians)  
“I am content with how the apostle Paul interprets the words of Jesus.  
He writes to the Corinthians that in drinking the cup of blessing together  
we are partaking of the blood of Christ; 
and in eating the bread together we are partaking of Christ’s body.” 

 
Inquisitor:  (looking at the passage in Jacques’ Testament)  

“But how can we partake of Christ’s blood and body without actually eating it?” 
 
Jacques: “Paul explains this by drawing on the example of Israel.   

He asks, ‘are not those who eat of the sacrifice partakers of the altar?’  
Now surely Paul did not mean that those who partook of the sacrifice 
actually ate the altar but only the sacrifices that lay upon the altar." 

 
Inquisitor: “Indeed not.” 
 
Jacques: “My lord, it seems to me that when we eat the bread, 
  we thereby signify that we are part of Christ’s body;  
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  and yet we eat only the bread and not Christ,  
  just as Israel did not eat the altar, but only the sacrifices, 
  and yet, by eating the sacrifices indicated  

that they were partakers of the altar.” 
 
Inquisitor: (expressing frustration)  
  “You are in error and have been led astray.  

It is a sad thing that you are unwilling to believe the Word of God which says:  
‘This is my body; this is my blood; do this in remembrance of me.’” 

 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 

 
Voice 1: And the confession of Jacques d’Auchy before the Inquisitor continued, 
 
Voice 2: on January 20, 1558. 
 
Jacques: I was again brought before the Inquisitor.  

This time he seemed quite cheerful,  
no doubt because he’d had some wine to drink. 

 
Inquisitor: “Jacques, I have come here again not to dispute you,  
  but to learn of your decisions.” 
 
Jacques: “I’m glad to hear it.  I don’t want to dispute either.   

I’m happy to affirm that I accept the articles of faith  
to which all Christians are bound.” 

 
Inquisitor: “We have no need for further disputation because, as St. Paul says,  

once a heretic has been twice reproved, have nothing further to do with him.” 
 
Jacques: “My lord, how can you reprove me for heresy,  

seeing as you have not yet convicted me of being a heretic?” 
 
Inquisitor: “No? Are you not a heretic because you contradict the Christian faith?” 
 
Jacques: “I do not contradict the faith but follow it and support it.  

However, you take one view of scripture and I take another view  
and no one can judge which is right and which is wrong  
except spiritual people through the Spirit of God.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Nevertheless, you are deceived and in error.   

And St. Paul says that you must be avoided after two admonitions.” 
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Jacques: “Since you regard us as heretics,  
why don’t you also follow Paul’s instruction and shun us  
rather than persecuting us and shedding our blood?” 

 
Inquisitor: “Jacques, I do not seek your death, as God knows.” 
 
Jacques: “God does indeed know and will surely see how this all turns out.” 
 
Inquisitor: “We are only doing what we have been charged to do.” 
 
Jacques: “By whom, my lord? By God or by humans?” 
 
Inquisitor: “We are commanded by God to avoid false prophets.” 
 
Jacques: “Christ indeed calls us to beware of false prophets,  

but he also tells us that we should judge a tree by its fruits.  
By what fruits do you judge us to be false prophets?” 

 
Inquisitor: “I see everyday that you bear the fruit of false doctrine  

that leads people astray and into damnation.” 
 
Jacques: “Your judgment of our doctrine is only a human opinion.  

Christ tells us to judge according to works, not according to faith.” 
 
Inquisitor: “So, your people believe that you are justified by your works.” 
 
Jacques: “No, but it is impossible to gather grapes from thorns or figs from thistles  
 or for a corrupt tree to bring forth good fruit.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Jacques, as I told you, I have not come here to dispute  

but simply to learn of your decision.  
Will you not accept the teaching position of the church? 

 
Jacques: “I accept only the holy scriptures.” 
 
Inquisitor: “This is the reason why you are in heresy.   

You think more of yourself than the holy teachers of the church.” 
 
Jacques: “I glory not, save in the cross of Christ. I will not trust in human doctrine.” 
 
Inquisitor: “But you are not just rejecting human doctrine.   
 You are also rejecting the Word of God.” 
 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
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nor upon human doctrines." 
 

Voice 1: And still the confession continued 
 
Voice 2: on January 27, 1558, 
 
Voice 1: to answer questions of baptism and the Lord's Supper 
 
Inquisitor: (correcting) “the Eucharist!” 
 
Jacques: I was again brought before the inquisitor.  

He was not as cheerful this time. 
 
Inquisitor: “You will be damned to hell for eternity  

if you die in this evil faith of yours.” 
 
Jacques: “O my lord, how can you speak so?  

It is written: Judge not that you be not judged;  
for with what judgment you judge, you will be judged.” 

 
Inquisitor: “I judge you according to the truth.” 
 
Jacques: “You do not know what you judge.” 
 
Inquisitor: “Oh yes I do. (grabbing the inkstand and holding it up in the air)  

As sure as I know that I am holding this inkstand,  
so assured am I that if you continue in this doctrine, and die thus,  
you will never see the face of God, but will be eternally damned.” 

 
Jacques: “My lord, you usurp God’s place and rob God of his honor." 
 
Inquisitor: “Then just tell me what you believe  

about the flesh of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Jacques: “I believe that he is the Son of God in every respect,  

in flesh and spirit; but as to how he received his flesh,  
I will leave in the mystery of God.” 

 
Inquisitor: “Yes, that is a good answer.  

If only you would exhibit greater humility about your other beliefs,  
such as those about baptism and the Eucharist.  
If only you would submit to the Word of God in all of your beliefs.” 
 

Voice 2: And still Jacques remained steadfast. 
 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
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and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 

 
Voice 1: Jacques was called yet again 
 
Voice 2: on February 1, 1558, 
 
Voice 1: and on February 7, 1558, 
 
Inquisitor: to appear before the inquisitor.  
 
Voice 1: And Jacques' final word remained: 
 
Jacques: “I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 
 

(End of scene) 
 

SCENE 6 
 
(Jacques' Wife is standing with a neutral colored scarf tied around her waist, and Jacques is 
seated to the right on a short stool or bench with chains around his ankle.  Two stools with the 
other 2 performers are on either side on a lower step.) 
 
Voice 3: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
A Visit from his Wife During the Imprisonment of Jacques d’Auchy. 

 
Voice 1: While Jacques was imprisoned, 
 
Wife:  his wife came to him, filled with great sorrow, anxiety and grief 

since she was also pregnant. 
 

Voice 3: The jailer thrust her from Jacques, 
 
Wife:  cruelly, 
 
Voice 1: but many of the bystanders wept with her, 
 
Voice 3: and implored the jailer to let her go to Jacques. 
 
Jacques: "O my beloved, go home, and comfort yourself in the Lord; 

for I am imprisoned here for the Word of God; 
this will not shame nor disgrace you since I have not injured anyone." 
 

Wife:  "May The Lord strengthen you in the truth; 
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  for after this conflict there is prepared for you an eternal crown. 
Oh that I could die with you, and inherit that blissful life with you, 
then my heart would rejoice." 
 

Jacques: O sister in The Lord, let not this grieve you, though I must go a little before you; 
it is the Lord's will." 
 

Voice 1: The jailer could not bear this 
 
Wife:  and sent me away in spite of Jacques' request to let us pray together. 
 
Voice 3: And they were separated, 
 
Wife:  but with hope to meet again  
 
Jacques: at the resurrection. 

 
(End of scene) 

 
SCENE 7 

 
(Jacques' Wife is standing with a neutral colored scarf tied around her waist, next to Mr. de 
Wael. Two stools with the other 2 performers are on either side on a lower step.) 
 
Voice 4: (Stating with the voice of an announcer to set the scene)   

 
The Death of Jacques d’Auchy and Mr. de Wael 

 
Voice 1: Jacques was not put to death at the place of execution. 

 
Voice 4: He was secretly murdered at night while imprisoned. 

 
Voice 1: He now rests under the altar of Jesus, 
 
Voice 4: awaiting, with God's chosen, 
 
Voice 1: a blessed resurrection and eternal life. 
 
Mr. de Wael: The traitor, Mr. de Wael, 
 
Voice 4: was driven from Leeuwarden with great reproach 
 
Wife:  from the common people.   
 
Voice 1:  They called him Judas 

 
Voice 4: rogue, 
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Mr. de Wael: miscreant, 
 
Voice 1: arch-heretic. 
 
Voice 4: He was taunted for his treachery 
 
Wife:  and the leprosy he developed. 
 
Mr. de Wael: He was driven out as the town threw stones at him, 

 
Voice 1: forced to wander from place to place 
 
Wife:  an object of scorn and contempt, 
 
Mr. de Wael: until he was consumed by leprosy. 
 
Voice 4: His terrible and premature death, 
 
Mr. de Wael: an example to all his followers. 
 

(End of scene) 
 

SCENE 8 
 

(Jacques is the only performer in sight, seated on a stool.  His chains are gone.) 
 
Jacques:  This is my confession of faith,  
  made while in prison in the city of Leeuwarden, in Friesland,  

which I sealed with my death. 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, in whom Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses,  
and all the prophets believed. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ the only Son of the Father,  
who was from the beginning with God.  
And when the time which God had promised was fulfilled,  
the Word became flesh,  
and was born of the house of David to the virgin Mary  
who is blessed above all women.  
I believe that this true Son of God proclaimed the word of his Father  
through many signs and wonders.  
And after this he was delivered unto death under Pontius Pilate,  
and crucified and buried.  
I believe that this same Jesus Christ, when we were still his enemies,  
suffered death for us,  
and that that those who believe in him should not perish but have everlasting life.  
I believe that our Savior was raised up from the dead, as he had predicted,  
and sits on the right hand of God. 
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I also believe in the Holy Spirit, to which John testified when he says that, 
“There are three that bear record in heaven:  
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit; these three are one.”  

 
I also believe in the holy church,  
in which are those who believe in Jesus Christ,  
who by one Spirit are baptized into one body.   
I believe that this holy church has the power  
to open and to shut, to bind and to loose;  
and whatever is bound in earth is bound in heaven  
and whatever is loosed on earth is loosed in heaven.  
I believe that God has ordained in this holy church,  
apostles, prophets, teachers, bishops and deacons. 

 
I believe and confess a baptism  
in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
Those who receive this baptism  
are members of the body of Jesus Christ, in the holy church. 

 
I believe and confess what Christ has said concerning the holy supper:  
As they were eating,  
Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and broke it;  
and gave it to his disciples, and said, 'Take eat; this is my body.'  
And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying,  
'Drink, and divide it among yourselves;  
for this is my blood of the new testament  
which is shed for many for the remission of sins;  
this do in remembrance of me.' 
 
I confess marriage to be an ordinance of God;  
consisting of only one man and only one woman  
united in the name of the Lord, in the holy church. 

 
I confess that fasting and praying is profitable.  
I believe we should confess our faults to one another  
and pray for each other, as James instructs. 

 
I confess that civil authorities are ordained by God  
for the protection of the good and the punishment of the evil.  
I disclaim all fellowship with those who would resist the authorities  
with the sword of violence. 

 
I believe in the resurrection of the dead,  
that all people will one day rise from the dead in their own bodies,  
when the Lord will come in the clouds, with his angels,  
and will judge everyone according to their works. 

 



23 

If I have sinned in any matter against the Emperor, the king, or others,  
I pray them to forgive me through the great love and mercy of God.  

 
 
Jacques: "I have not forsaken the Word of God;  

for my faith is founded upon the Word of God, 
and not upon human beings, 
nor upon human doctrines." 

 
(End of scene) 

 


